
LOCATION
Portland NSW (19kms from Lithgow, 46kms from Bathurst)

POPULATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA
Bathurst – 41,300175. Lithgow – 21,090176

FEDERAL ELECTORATE
Calare (Andrew Gee, Nationals)

STATE ELECTORATE
Bathurst (Paul Toole, Nationals)

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Lithgow (Mayor Maree Statham) 

OWNER
EnergyAustralia177 – private company owned by Hong Kong-
based CLP Group.

BOUGHT
2013 

COMMISSIONED
1992–93 (25 years old)

EXPECTED CLOSURE
2050 

COMPANY POLICY ON CLOSURE
Mark Collette, from EnergyAustralia: ‘We support an orderly, 
realistic transition from large, older coal-fired power 
stations to cleaner forms of energy‘.178 ‘The community 
and investors view coal as a legacy technology that would 
eventually be replaced.’179 

CAPACITY
1400 MW

ELECTRICITY GENERATED 2015-16
7,259,195 MWh

COAL SOURCE
Springvale mine 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION LICENCE 
EPA NSW has issued EPL13007

Mt Piper and Wallerawang (Central Coast) were purchased for $160M.180 This 
sale included transfer of $200M in potential liabilities. Wallerawang has been 
subsequently decommissioned.

Power station

Mt Piper

25 YRS OLD
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Environmental Justice Australia

https://www.energyaustralia.com.au/about-us/energy-generation/mt-piper-power-station
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/jun/29/what-will-fill-the-hole-left-by-coal
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/jun/29/what-will-fill-the-hole-left-by-coal
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/jun/29/what-will-fill-the-hole-left-by-coal
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-23/future-of-coal-fired-power-generation-in-lithgow-under-spotlight/8296162
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-23/future-of-coal-fired-power-generation-in-lithgow-under-spotlight/8296162
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-23/future-of-coal-fired-power-generation-in-lithgow-under-spotlight/8296162
http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeoapp/Detail.aspx?instid=13007&id=13007&option=licence&searchrange=licence&range=POEO%20licence&prp=no&status=Issued
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/power-stations-sold-off-in-160m-deal-20130725-2qngo.html


Air pollution issues and impacts

The NSW EPA conducts no routine air pollution 
monitoring near Mt Piper or the nearby communities of 
Portland and Lithgow. 

Pollution controls: details of control 
technology installed 

Mt Piper has bag filter systems on stacks to minimise 
particulate emissions, low NOx burners to reduce 
NOx. It does not have wet scrubbers for SO2 removal or 
selective catalytic reduction for NOx reduction.181

Regulatory problems 

Mt Piper reported emitting just 10,000kg of PM2.5 and 
56,000kg of PM10 in 2015–16. This is not a credible 
estimate. Based on the energy Mt Piper generated 
during this period, it is probable their emissions were 
10–20 times higher, as they have been throughout the 
last decade. When we brought this to the attention 
of the NSW EPA, EPA head Barry Buffier’s response 
was to justify the unusually low emission estimate 
by explaining that Mt Piper has a fabric filter which 
effectively capture most fine particles. The filter was 
installed in 1993. This provides no explanation for the 
extraordinary recent reduction in emissions.

Mt Piper’s emissions limits meet the EU limits for 
particle pollution but far exceed the European Union and 
China limits for NOx, SO2 and mercury.

Is this power station a good neighbour?

The region’s communities are concerned about air 
pollution. Residents state that Mt Piper is causing 
significant harm to the local environment including 
water pollution and air pollution.182 Communities 
from Mt Piper to the Blue Mountains have campaigned 
vigorously for coal trains to be covered and for the 
state’s air pollution monitoring network to be expanded 
to include their region. 

In 2016 local environment group 4Nature appealed the 
expansion of the nearby Springvale mine which supplies 
coal to Mt Piper, and in particular the discharge of large 
amounts of mine water into the river system that forms 
part of Sydney’s drinking water catchment.183 The appeal 
was heard in May 2017 and a judgement is pending.184
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-23/future-of-coal-fired-power-generation-in-lithgow-under-spotlight/8296162
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-02-23/future-of-coal-fired-power-generation-in-lithgow-under-spotlight/8296162
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-02/ruling-to-allow-mine-wastewater-into-nsw-catchment-appealed/7990574
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-02/ruling-to-allow-mine-wastewater-into-nsw-catchment-appealed/7990574



