
LOCATION
Gladstone, Central Queensland

POPULATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA
Gladstone – 61,640185 

FEDERAL ELECTORATE
Flynn (Ken O’Dowd, LNP) 

STATE ELECTORATE
Gladstone (Glenn Butcher, ALP)

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Gladstone Regional Council

OWNER
Rio Tinto Aluminium, US company NRG Energy Inc186 and 
three Japanese companies (SLMA GPS, Ryowa II GPS and 
YKK GPS)

BOUGHT
Sold by Queensland state government in 1994 

COMMISSIONED
1976 (41 years old)

EXPECTED CLOSURE
2026 

COMPANY POLICY ON CLOSURE
Unknown

CAPACITY
1680 MW

ELECTRICITY GENERATED 2015–16
6,900,339 MWh

COAL SUPPLY
Primarily from Rolleston and Callide coal mines

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION LICENCE
Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection has issued permit EPPR 00973013. Only available 
to the public by submitting a Freedom of Information 
request and paying a fee. (Note: pollution licences are freely 
available in other states.)

‘Many years ago the Gladstone Power Station emitted copious amounts 
of waste over the houses many miles away. The local council at the time 
forced the power station to place filters in the stacks. These made a great 
improvement. One house owner said that she had to sweep the stairs on her 
way down to place a load of washing in the automatic machine and in that 
short time would then have to sweep her way up the stairs again.’ 

– Post from a Gladstone resident on our Facebook page

Power station

Gladstone

41 YRS OLD
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http://www.riotinto.com/aluminium/gladstone-power-station-9087.aspx
http://www.nrggos.com.au/


Air pollution issues and impacts:

The Gladstone power station is the second highest 
emitter of oxides of nitrogen nationally, emitting an 
estimated 30 million kg of NOx in 2015-16. Although 
the Bayswater power station emitted more NOx on an 
absolute basis, Gladstone’s emissions intensity for NOx 
was 4.35kg/MWh, compared to Bayswater’s 2.32 kg/
MWh and the average of the ten power stations in this 
report 2.21 kg/MWh. 

Pollution controls: details of control 
technology installed 

Gladstone reported no pollution control measures to 
the National Pollutant Inventory in recent years. It has 
bag filters to reduce particle pollution. It does not have 
wet scrubbers for SO2 removal or selective catalytic 
reduction for NOx reduction.187

Regulatory problems

The owners of Gladstone power station have not publicly 
disclosed details of non-compliance over the past 
five years. In 2012 their annual compliance statement 
gave details for three licence breaches. However in 
subsequent compliance statements, although they 
note that breaches occurred and were reported to the 
government they do not give any details. 

The Gladstone power station presents a particular 
challenge for the Queensland Government because of 
its location in a city that has many other significant 
sources of toxic air pollution and that experiences 
elevated concentrations of air pollution. Australia’s 
regulators have a very ‘hands off’ approach to 
regulating power stations which is an entirely 
inadequate approach for major polluters that are 
located in densely populated areas. 

Gladstone’s particle and NOx limits far exceed all three 
international limits. Its NOx limit is weaker than the 
European Union and China limits by 14 times. It does 
not have an emissions limit for sulfur but instead has a 
maximum coal sulfur content rule. It has no mercury 
limit in its licence.

Is this power station a good neighbour?

Gladstone power station is located just over a 
kilometre from densely populated parts of the city. The 
Queensland Department of Environment and Heritage 
maintain eight air pollution monitoring sites in and 
near Gladstone, with key pollutants monitored at Boyne 
Island, South Gladstone, Auckland Point, Clinton, Boat 
Creek and Targinie. PM10 concentrations at Targinie 
exceeded the NEPM standard three times during 2015. 
In Queensland, as in Victoria, it is only possible to access 
data for one hour at a time.188 This makes it impossible 
for community members to learn about their longer-
term exposure and pollution trends.

The transition to renewable energy is being impeded 
in Gladstone by elected representatives who remain 
wedded to coal. Gladstone’s Deputy Mayor Chris Trevor 
recently urged Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to 
support a second power station for the city. Cr Trevor 
responded to opponents of the proposal by saying, 
‘The problem with the ‘latte sippers’ in Sydney and 
Melbourne was they would not know what a piece of 
actual coal looked like.’189 
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https://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/air/data/search.php
https://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/air/data/search.php
https://www.cqnews.com.au/news/who-cares-about-the-southern-latte-sippers-bring-a/3173260/
https://www.cqnews.com.au/news/who-cares-about-the-southern-latte-sippers-bring-a/3173260/
https://www.cqnews.com.au/news/who-cares-about-the-southern-latte-sippers-bring-a/3173260/



