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Rivers of the West 

Community workshop: Visions 

 

 

Overview 

The second community workshop on law reform for the rivers of Melbourne’s west was held on 

30 April 2018 at the Brimbank Community and Civic Centre. The focus of this workshop was 
participants’ visions for the future of waterways within the Maribyrnong and Werribee catchments. 

The workshop was attended by individual citizens, members of community groups, and 

representatives from local government and state government agencies. The format of the evening 
included two speakers with long-standing involvement in the care and restoration of waterways in 

the west, followed by small group discussions to identify participants’ visions. The purpose of this 
structure was to frame discussion around long-term preferences and ideas, and to begin to articulate 

visions for the western waterways and catchments. Visions are important not only to inform 
legislative design, but to enable law reform by providing a reason or purpose for better legal and 

policy frameworks.  
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It is worth noting that many of the ideas articulated during the workshop came in response to 
increasing pressure from urban development and the lack of, or poor implementation of, 

environmental safeguards in the west. 

Speakers 

Geoff Mitchelmore, from Friends of Lower Kororoit Creek, and John Forrester, from the Werribee 
River Association, spoke about the past, present and future of the Kororoit Creek and the Werribee 

River respectively.   

Highlights from Geoff’s presentation  
Geoff described the successful restoration of sections of the Kororoit Creek as a sanctuary for native 
flora and fauna, and a vibrant public space enriched by walking tracks and public art. He attributed 

the success of the project to leadership, partnerships, funding and planning. The lower Kororoit Creek 
restoration story demonstrates an approach other community groups might look to. Geoff’s 
presentation is available here. 

Highlights from John’s presentation 
John outlined a brief history of the Werribee River Association and the challenges that the 

association has faced over more than twenty years. As the Weribee River Keeper, he highlighted his 
key concerns,  including the impact of new development on the river, the need for flows to reach the 

sea, and the importance of a linear park on the Werribee River. John also stressed the importance of 
a long-term environmental vision for the west, advocating for an act similar to the Yarra Act as the 

foundation for such a vision. John’s presentation is available here. 

Vision 2070 

Following the key speakers, participants were invited to divide into small groups representing the 
Maribyrnong and Werribee catchments, and minor waterways including Kororoit Creek, Skeleton 
Creek and Laverton Creek. Each group was given a map, some sticky notes and markers, and was 
asked to discuss and to draw or write down on the map, their visions for what their waterway will 
look like in 2070. Participants were encouraged to think specifically about: 

· environmental outcomes (what will the river and adjacent lands look like in 2070?) 

· governance outcomes (who will be responsible for managing the river? how will they 
manage it?) 

· social outcomes (how will people interact with the river? how will people benefit from the 
river?) 

· economic outcomes (what private or commercial benefits will the river provide? How will we 
account for the benefits of the rivers and waterways?)  

The following is a summary of the most prominent and notable ideas articulated during this activity. 

http://www.envirojustice.org.au/
https://www.envirojustice.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Geoff-Mitchelmore-Kororoit-Creek-Visions-Presentation.pdf
https://www.envirojustice.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/John-Forrester-Werribee-Visions-Presentiation.pdf


www.envirojustice.org.au Rivers of the West – Community workshop: Visions 3 

Environmental outcomes  
Environmental outcomes were the most frequently cited outcome within the visions articulated by all 

six groups.  

Biodiversity protection 
Protecting and restoring biodiversity – both instream and within the riparian zone – was a key theme. 

Specific ideas included: 

· protection for remnant vegetation 

· a wider riparian zone (up to 200m) 

· biolinks between catchments, waterways, wetlands and forests 

· restoration of fish habitats, including the introduction of fish ladders in Keilor and at Melton 
Weir 

· eradication of introduced species 

· platypus returned to Turntable Creek and the Werribee River 

· grasslands left unmown. 

Pollution mitigation 
Reducing the amount of pollution in waterways was seen as vital to other environmental and social 

outcomes. Most ideas for how to mitigate pollution included: 

· best practice storm water management, possibly including Water Sensitive Urban Design, 
artificial wetlands to treat and harvest storm water, and litter traps at storm water outlets 

· best practice litter reduction, possibly including litter traps to stop rubbish flowing upstream 
from Port Phillip Bay 
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Flows 
Restoring flows to both permanent and ephemeral waterways was also identified as a key 

environmental outcome. Participants’ visions included: 

· baseline environmental flows 

· return of ephemeral creeks, wetlands and billabongs. 

Governance Outcomes  
Governance outcomes were the second most frequently cited, after environmental outcomes.  

Jurisdiction 
Participants expressed a number of visions for decision-making structures affecting the rivers of the 
west, including: 

· a whole-of-catchment approach to governance, perhaps implemented by a single authority 

· more Indigenous ownership, management and representation 

· a greater role for Melbourne Water 

· genuine stakeholder engagement 

· an end to self-assessment in favour of qualified, independent review of development 
applications and decisions affecting waterways. 

Controls 
Participants see the re-prioritisation of environmental and social outcomes over the interests of 

developers and industry as core to their visions. Stricter controls on activities affecting waterways 
were seen as crucial to this outcome, including: 

· planning controls for ‘more sensitive’ development 

· new standards for fencing on waterways—either requiring their removal, or for fences to be 
less high and more transparent 

· duties on landowners to appropriately manage riparian zones and provide public access to 
waterways (some participants support land acquisition to achieve this) 

· stricter controls on logging within the catchments. 

Monitoring and Enforcement  
Participants envisioned more rigorous monitoring and enforcement of controls, including: 

· licensing, monitoring and enforcement of extraction (e.g. monitors installed on bores, or 
officers employed to conduct on-site inspections of suspected violations) 

· policing by Melbourne Water of illegal sewage connections. 

Social outcomes  
While not as prominent as environmental and governance outcomes, social outcomes featured in the 
visions articulated by all six groups.  
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Community attitudes  
The key social outcome for participants was a shift in the community’s attitude towards local 

waterways, such that: 

· the broader community loves and understands local waterways (e.g. where their litter ends 
up, and where the water from their gutters flows).  

A number of participants suggested that this could be achieved by: 

· safe, vibrant public spaces alongside waterways (e.g. walking tracks, lighting, public art, rock-
climbing walls, houses facing the creek etc.) 

Participants expect that such spaces would help people to experience the waterways and thereby 

foster an appreciation of their natural value and support for their protection. 

Livability 
Many participants see potential for waterways to improve the livability of Melbourne’s west. In 
particular: 

· public access to local waterways helps reduce the ‘nature deficit’ experienced by many urban 
residents 

· swimmable water in the Kororoit Creek provides amenity to local residents and revives an 
historic local pastime. 

Heritage 
The recognition and protection of Indigenous heritage was envisioned for both the Werribee and 
Maribyrnong catchments. In particular: 

· UNESCO World Heritage listing and protection for the world-famous Pleistocene site on the 
Maribyrnong at Keilor (Inc. distinctive stove technology, bones etc.) 

Economic outcomes  
Economic outcomes were the least prominent outcomes among the visions. Nevertheless, groups 

representing both the Maribyrnong and the Werribee envisioned that: 

· Federal and State Governments and business contribute $2 billion to projects selected by 
local communities. 

Further information 

Dr Bruce Lindsay, Lawyer, Environmental Justice Australia 

T: 03 8341 3100 
E: bruce.lindsay@envirojustice.org.au   
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