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BILL MELDRUM

A MOVE to stop fracking is 
gaining momentum with more 
than 400 people turning up to 
two anti-fracking meetings in 
the region this week.
The anti-fracking campaign aims 

to prevent the unconventional 
method of gas extraction.
More than 350 people jammed 

into the Portland Arts Centre 
on Wednesday night, and 70 at 
the Drumborg Hall on Tuesday 
night to hear the anti-fracking 
presentations.
It comes on top of more than 120 

people attending an anti-fracking 
meeting at Digby on April 1.
Portland Lock the Gate 

co-ordinator Paul Wizard told 
the crowd at the Portland Arts 
Centre the next steps in the 
campaign included door-to-door 
surveys of residents and having 
the Glenelg Shire Council declare 
the municipality a no fracking 
(unconventional gas mining) 
shire.
He said the eventual aim was to 

have State Energy and Resources 
Minister Russell Northe declare 
a permanent ban on fracking 
throughout Victoria.
The Portland meeting was 
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impacts of fracking and the 
unconventional gas industry, 
especially coal seam gas, on 
communities in Queensland and 

New South Wales.
It referred to detrimental impacts 

on groundwater supplies, air 
quality, farms and increased noise 
����
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Hamilton environmental 

engineer Heinz de Chelard said 
the risk factors associated with 
fracking and unconventional gas 
to clean water, food production 
and air quality in south-west 
Victoria ranged from high to 
extreme.
He urged people that they 

needed to vote for parties in the 
November State Election that 
would ban fracking.
Environmental Justice Australia 

lawyer Tom Warne-Smith spoke 
about the rights members of the 
public had in terms of mining.
He spoke about compensation 

agreements once mining 
companies were allowed access 
to private property, that the 
companies did not fall under local 
government planning schemes, 
but that individuals could object 
to the relevant minister.
Lock the Gate state co-ordinator 

Chloe Aldenhoven urged the 
communities to unite and support 
each other.
She said Digby residents had 

already started the process of 
surveying the local area to ensure 

a vast majority of residents had 
Lock the Gate signs to give the 
mining and exploration companies 
a clear message that they were not 
welcome.
“Portland may be a bit harder 

to survey, but the outskirts may 
be easier … there have been 
examples of where the companies 
have looked at western Sydney 
and the residents banded together 
to stop them,” she said.
Mr Wizard told the crowd another 

meeting would be held at the 
Portland Arts Centre, at 7.30pm 
on Wednesday, to discuss survey 
areas and further tactics.
Drumborg resident Garry Everett 

said another meeting would be 
held for Drumborg, Lyons and 
Hotspur district residents at the 
Drumborg Hall, on Tuesday at 
7.30pm, also to discuss survey 
areas.
Both meetings are open to the 

public.
�� Fracking involves pumping 

water, sand and chemicals down a 
deep well to release hydrocarbon 
trapped in geological formations.
It has come to prominence in 

recent years, in particular in 
Queensland and New South 
Wales, with a special focus on the 
coal seam gas industry.
The State Government has a 

moratorium on fracking until July 
2015, however, there are fears the 
moratorium may be lifted early or 
not extended.

A STOLEN vehicle has been recovered from a roadside 
dam, with Portland Police urging any witnesses to the 
incident to come forward. 
Between 10pm Wednesday and 6am yesterday, the Subaru 

Liberty station wagon was stolen from a South Portland 
residence. 
Portland Police Sergeant Gavin Slade said police received 

information yesterday morning that the vehicle may have 
been submerged in the dam located near the intersection on 
Gorae West Road and Elbow Ford Road. 
Police attended the scene and discovered the stolen 

vehicle. 
A local tow company then removed the vehicle from the 

dam.
Sergeant Gavin Slade has asked that anyone who may 

have further information to contact the Portland Police on 
5523 1999.
��A HEYWOOD man was arrested yesterday in Portland 
regarding ongoing criminal damages and assault 
charges. 
The 29-year-old had charges dating back to mid-April this 

year.
He is expected to appear in the Portland Magistrates’ 

Court on July 15. 
�� A TRUCK rolled over on Portland-Nelson Road 
Tuesday afternoon, closing the road until about 5pm.
The vehicle rolled on an S-bend near Stephens Rd near Mt 

Richmond before 3pm. 
The driver was not injured in the accident. 

Stolen vehicle 
dumped in dam

MOTIVATORS … Portland Lock the Gate co-ordinator Paul Wizard, environmental engineer Heinz de Chelard, Lock the Gate state co-
ordinator Chloe Aldenhoven, and Environmental Justice Australia lawyer Tom Warne-Smith prepare to deliver a message to a full house 
at the Portland Arts Centre. Picture: ELLY HATELEY  140514eh16 

SHOWING support … Kay Aldridge and Mary Ward sign an anti-
fracking petition at the Portland Arts Centre.

Picture: ELLY HATELEY  140514eh13

Further meetings in Portland, Drumborg next week
Crowds hear anti-fracking message

Last Days - Ending Soon
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