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Climate Change Act 2010 (Victoria) – summary and analysis 
 

The Victorian Climate Change Act was passed by Parliament on 3 September 2010. It implements a number of actions 

outlined in the Government's Climate Change White Paper which was released on 26 July 2010. 

 

KEY FEATURES OF THE ACT 

 

The Act will: 

 set an emission reduction target of 20% of 2000 levels by 2020. 

 amend the Environment Protection Act to allow greenhouse gas emissions from licensed premises to be regulated as 

a waste through licensing and approvals. 

 require government decision-makers to take climate change into account in a small number of government decisions. 

 require the Environment Minister to develop an adaptation plan every four years which outlines climate impacts, risks 

to Victoria and government priority areas. 

 repeal the Forestry Rights Act 1996 and replace it with provisions in the Climate Change Act that create new 

arrangements for the ownership, registration and transfer of forestry and carbon sequestration rights. 

 require the Government to report every two years on climate change science and Victoria's progress towards its 

emission reduction target.  

 

DETAIL OF THE ACT 

 

Preamble 

 

The Act begins with a very clear statement in the ‘Preamble’ on the existence of human-induced climate change and the need 

for action. It states that:  

 

“The Parliament of Victoria recognises on behalf of the people of Victoria the overwhelming scientific consensus that 

human activity is causing climate change.  

 

Climate change is a common concern of humankind and responding to climate change is a responsibility shared by all 

levels of government, industry, communities and the people of Victoria.” 

 

The preamble continues with statements relating to the particular vulnerability of Victoria to climate change and the need for 

early action.   

 

Preambles in legislation are quite rare and are not binding, but this is a clear indication of the basis on which the Act is 

premised, and the beliefs of the Victorian Parliament and by implication the people of Victoria. 
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Greenhouse target 

 

The Environment Minister must ensure that Victoria's emissions are reduced to 20% below 2000 levels by 2020. The Minister 

is to determine what the 2000 greenhouse emissions were via a method which will be included in regulations (s 5). The 

greenhouse target is unlikely to be legally binding; however, it sets a benchmark against which the Government can be 

assessed and is a positive inclusion in the legislation.  

 

Problem: The baseline year for the greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction target is 2000 (a reduction of 20% of 2000 

levels by 2020). The baseline of 2000 levels for the reduction of GHG emissions is not consistent with the Kyoto Protocol 

which uses 1990 baseline levels. According to Environment Victoria, Victoria’s emissions grew by about 20 million tonnes 

between 1990 and 2000 and therefore the use of 2000 baseline year significantly waters down the reduction target. The 

Victorian Climate Change White Paper – The Action Plan (White Paper) refers to the recommendation by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to reduce GHG emissions by 25%-40% by 2020, based on 1990 levels. In 

addition, the White Paper (p8) includes a summary of other jurisdictions’ reduction targets which shows that most developed 

countries are using 1990 levels as the baseline including the EU.  

 

The South Australian Climate Change and Greenhouse Emissions Reduction Act 2007 sets 1990 levels as the baseline level for 

reduction of emissions by 2050.  

 

Suggested improvement: The baseline year for the emission reduction target should be 1990 for a 20% reduction rather 

than 2000. 

 

Government policy making 

 

The Act requires the Government to ‘endeavour to ensure’ that government policy takes account of climate change (if 

relevant) by “having regard to” specific objectives set out in the Act. These include contributing to global and national 

emission reductions; developing low carbon energy options for Victoria; helping communities and industries adjust to a carbon 

price; and promoting the resilience of Victoria's natural resources, ecosystems and biodiversity and improving their 

management (s 6). This provision applies to all government policy but the obligations contained in the provision are quite 

weak.  

 

Problem: Section 6 of the Act is aimed at getting climate change considerations into government policy. However the 

wording of the requirement imposed on the Government of Victoria is weak, requiring that the government only ‘endeavour to 

ensure’ that policy takes account of climate change and setting a very low threshold to meet this requirement. The term ‘if it is 

relevant in the circumstances’ is unnecessary as it is a requirement of administrative decision-making that only relevant 

considerations be taken into account. Stronger language will be consistent with the purposes of the Climate Change Act and 

will not be overly onerous to the Government. 

 

Suggested improvement: Section 6 should be amended to delete the phrases ‘endeavour to’ and ‘if it is relevant in the 

circumstances’. 

 

Decision-making 

 

The Act requires a person making certain government decisions to have regard to: 

(a) the impacts of climate change relevant to the decision, and  

(b) the contribution to Victoria's emissions from the decision (s 14).  
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The Minister can also make guidelines that set out in more detail what the decision-maker must consider in relation to a 

particular type of decision.  

 

The requirement to consider climate change only applies to certain listed decisions in certain Acts: 

 Catchment and Land Protection Act - in relation to management plans; 

 Coastal Management Act - in relation to coastal strategies and coastal action plans; 

 Environment Protection Act - in relation to SEPPs, waste management policies, works approvals and licences; 

 Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act - in relation to a guarantee strategy, an action statement, a management plan, and 

an interim conservation order; 

 Public Health and Wellbeing Act - in relation to municipal public health and wellbeing plans; and 

 Water Act - in relation to a sustainable water strategy. 

 

These are set out in Schedule 1 of the Act. 

 

Regulations can broaden the sections of the Acts listed above that this requirement applies to, however decisions under Acts 

not listed could only be included by amendment to the Climate Change Act. 

 

Problem: Section 14 requires certain decision-makers when making a decision or taking an action to have regard to the 

impacts of climate change on the decision (e.g. the need for adaptation measures), and the contribution to climate change 

from the decision (e.g. increasing emissions as a result of the decision).  However s 14 only applies to specific sections of 

specific Acts set out in Schedule 1 of the Act. The list is very limited and includes Acts where for the most part climate change 

is already being considered (e.g. Water Act sustainable water strategies but not in licensing or allocation decisions).  Decisions 

that have the largest contribution to climate change and are affected the most by climate change are specifically excluded. For 

example, Acts that regulate the major development decisions in the State do not appear – Planning and Environment 

Act 1987, the Major Transport Projects Facilitation Act 2009 and the Environment Effects Act 1978.  

 

In addition, decision-makers only have to ‘have regard to’ climate change in making the decision, they do not necessarily 

have to take any mitigation or adaptation steps as a result. 

 

Suggested improvement: Amend Schedule 1 to add the Planning and Environment Act 1987, the whole of the Water Act, 

the Transport Integration Act, the Major Transport Project Facilitation Act and the Environment Effects Act and to broaden the 

scope of application to the Acts already identified in Schedule 1. 

 

Rather that just require decision-makers to ‘have regard to’ (and then possibly discount) climate change when making 

decisions, section 14 should require them to actively take steps to reduce emissions or increase adaptation measures that are 

relevant to the decision.  This model was recommended by the EDO in our proposal for a Victorian Climate Charter. 

 

Guiding Principles 

 

The Minister has to have regard to 'guiding principles' in the Act when making the adaptation plan and climate change report 

(discussed below) (s 7). The principles are well-drafted, sound principles for decision-making. The principles are:  

 informed decision-making 

 integrated decision-making 

 risk management 

 complementarity 

 equity and community engagement.  

 

Each principle is elaborated on in the Act.  

http://www.edo.org.au/edovic/policy.html#charter
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Problem: The Minister only has to have regard to the guiding principles in administering s 16 (Climate Change Adaptation 

Plan) and s 17 (Report on climate change and emissions data). They do not specifically apply when government is making 

decisions that have already been identified in the Act as being relevant to climate change under s 14. The guiding principles 

are clearly drafted to guide decision-making in relation to climate change. If the government is not required to have regard to 

these principles when making decisions that are affected by, or impact on, climate change then the impact of these principles 

is almost nullified and appears to be contrary to the drafting intent of the guiding principles part of the Act.  

 

Suggested improvement: The Guiding Principles should also apply to decision-makers under s 14. 

 

Climate change adaptation plan and climate change report 

 

The Environment Minister must make a Climate Change Adaptation Plan before 31 December 2012 (and every four years 

after that) outlining the potential impacts and risks for Victoria, and a statement of the Government's statewide priorities for 

adaptation (s 16). The plan must be tabled in Parliament within 10 sitting days of being made. 

 

The Environment Minister must also report on climate change and emissions data by 31 December 2011 (and every two years 

after that), setting out Victoria's current emissions, the climate science relevant to Victoria, and the extent to which Victoria's 

emissions have been reduced in relation to 2000 levels (s 17). The report must be tabled in Parliament within 10 sitting days 

of being made.  If done properly, the climate change report should be a useful analysis of Victoria’s contribution to climate 

change. 

 

Problem: While it is a good first step to have a comprehensive adaptation plan for Victoria, the adaptation plan does not 

require the Minister or the Government to implement any of the actions identified under the adaptation plan. It does not even 

require the Government to consider the adaptation plan when making decisions that will be affected by climate impacts such 

as planning decisions in coastal areas that may be affected by sea level rise. In fact the Act does not require the Government 

to take any action on adaptation at all. 

 

Suggested improvement: The Act should require the Government to implement key actions identified in the adaptation 

plan, or not act inconsistently with the adaptation plan in making decisions that are affected by climate impacts.  

 

Regulating greenhouse gases as a waste 

 

The Act will amend the definition of 'waste' in the Environment Protection Act 1970 to include greenhouse gases emitted or 

discharged into the environment.  The relevant greenhouse gases are CO2, methane, nitrous oxide, sulphur hexafluoride or a 

HFC or PFC listed under the National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 2007. 

 

The result of this amendment appears to be that the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) will be compelled to regulate 

emitters of GHG once the amendments are in force. This is because: 

 GHGs will be a ‘waste’ under the Act. 

 The occupier of a scheduled premises must not do anything (including construction and alterations) which is likely to 

‘cause an increase’ in the waste discharged at the premises except in accordance with a works approval, licence or 

notice from the EPA (s 19A). (So in relation to works approvals, this section wouldn’t apply until a premises changed 

its operations resulting in an increase of emissions.) 

 The occupier of a scheduled premises must not discharge waste into the environment unless licensed to do so (s 20). 

 Section 27(1) makes it an offence to discharge waste without a licence. 
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There are a number of premises listed as scheduled premises under the EP Act which emit GHGs. Key ones include power 

stations, metal works and cement works. So even without further regulation, once the amendments are in force it will be an 

offence to emit GHGs without a licence or works approval. 

 

The Act also sets up powers to make statutory policies (e.g. State Environment Protection Policies) and regulations to prohibit 

or control greenhouse gas emissions; prescribe standards for emission of greenhouse gases including emission intensity 

standards and maximum emissions; and prescribe conditions under which greenhouse gases may be emitted.  

 

According to the White Paper and second reading speech, these powers are intended for two main purposes: 

 allowing the EPA to regulate greenhouse gas emissions through licences and works approvals for general industrial 

and commercial sites. This would allow the EPA to put a limit on the amount of GHGs that can be emitted by licensed 

premises; and 

 the second reading speech states that the Act will establish powers for the EPA to set an emission intensity standard 

for new power stations of 0.8 tonnes of CO2e per MWh which will prevent the construction of new power stations 

based on conventional brown coal technology. The Act does not expressly include this but the powers described 

above would allow the EPA to make regulations to do this. It is likely that this would be done through a new State 

Environment Protection Policy. 

 

The Government stated in the White Paper that it will 'reserve the right' to consider regulating emissions through the 

Environment Protection Act from existing brown coal-fired electricity generators if agreement on a ‘phase down’ (progressive 

closure or replacement) cannot be negotiated and a national carbon price is not in place. This indicates that the amendments 

to the EP Act to regulate existing facilities' greenhouse gases through licences will not be used immediately. 

 

In any case, it will be difficult for the EPA to immediately regulate all existing premises and new premises in relation to GHGs 

without a transition period. To allow for this the Govt may delay the coming into force of those parts of the CC Act which 

declare GHGs to be a waste. Another option is to make a regulation exempting all premises from requiring a licence or works 

approval for GHGs until the EPA is ready to regulate (although this would be more cumbersome) (s71(1)(ae)).  

 

The ability to regulate GHG emissions is the most important and valuable measure in the Act. In the absence of an emissions 

trading scheme, carbon tax or any other mandatory emission reduction measure, State action to reduce emissions is urgently 

needed. This can be reviewed if a Federal scheme is put in place at a later date. 

 

Problem: Although Part 7 will allow the EPA to regulate GHGs immediately through licences and works approvals, there is no 

policy yet developed around standards and requirements for various industries. In addition, it is unclear whether the 

Government will immediately regulate GHGs or delay this.  

 

Suggested improvement: The CC Act includes the appropriate provisions for the EP Act to regulate GHGs immediately, 

however the Government will need to develop policies, SEPPs and regulations as soon as possible to support this. It will be 

important to monitor whether the Government will in fact regulate GHGs immediately or will delay this regulation into the 

future by not bringing these amendments into force or giving an exemption to premises for GHGs. 

 

Forestry rights and carbon rights 

The Act will repeal the Forestry Rights Act 1996 and replace it with forestry and carbon rights provisions in the Act (Part 4). 

The forestry carbon rights provisions allow an owner of land to sell the rights to the trees, the carbon sequestration potential 

of the trees, and the carbon sequestration potential in soil, while still retaining ownership of the land.  Each of the rights is 

described below: 

 Carbon sequestration right - an exclusive right to the economic benefits from carbon sequestered by vegetation other 

that harvested or lopped vegetation. A carbon right does not include a right to manage or access land. 
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 Forestry right – an exclusive right to plant, establish, manage, maintain vegetation and to take vegetation which has 

been harvested, felled or lopped. It includes a right of entry to land for that purpose. 

 Soil carbon right – an exclusive right to the economic benefits from carbon sequestered underground, excluding 

carbon stored within plants. It does not include a right to manage or access land. 

 

A 'forest carbon right' refers to all three rights - carbon sequestration, forestry and soil carbon.  

 

Forest carbon rights cannot be made in relation to unalienated Crown land, reserved Crown land, or Crown land subject to a 

lease under the Transfer of Land Act 1958 (that is, it only applies to private land – for Crown land see Part 5 below). 

 

Forest carbon rights are an interest in land and are registered on the title to the land so they remain with the land when the 

land is sold. Forest carbon rights are created when the owner or leaseholder of land sells a right to carbon or forestry and 

registers it on the land title. 

 

The owner of land and the owner of the forest carbon right can enter into a ‘Forest Carbon Management Agreement’ to set the 

management obligations for the management of vegetation or the carbon sequestration (s 27). It will set out things such as 

who controls decisions about harvesting of vegetation, who is responsible for complying with relevant vegetation laws, and 

any requirements for biodiversity conservation (s 29).  Any other person can also enter into the agreement if the parties 

desire. A public authority can be party to an agreement if it has functions that are relevant to native vegetation or soil 

management or biodiversity in relation to the land. A Forest Carbon Management Agreement can also be registered on the 

title and once registered will be binding on any new owner (s 33). 

 

Any party to an Agreement can apply to VCAT to enforce it or settle a dispute about when the Agreement ends (ss 37 & 38).  

VCAT can order a person to comply with the Agreement, reinstate land that has been developed in contravention of an 

agreement, make a declaration resolving the dispute or make any other order it sees fit. 

 

Problem: Assigning rights to soil carbon is problematic as soil sequestration potential is still uncertain and highly variable. 

Providing legal recognition of soil carbon as an offset may give it the appearance of certainty that it does not yet in fact have, 

and will allow this uncertain offset to be used as an alternative to emissions reduction.  

 

The Act makes no mention of things which are normally accepted to be part of sound carbon offsets such as the need for 

additionality and preventing native vegetation from being cleared in order to plant plantation for offsets. The Government has 

stated that these requirements are left to the market in which the offsets are being bought or sold rather that the Act which 

just sets up the legal right to buy and sell carbon sequestration potential. 

 

A further issue is that the forestry and carbon rights scheme does not require the land owner or forestry/carbon rights owner 

to consider any biodiversity impacts. This is left to other legislation.    

 

It should also be noted that Part 4 is not an entirely natural fit in the Climate Change Act.  The purpose of the forestry rights 

provisions is to give forestry managers the right to log and harvest trees. Arguably Part 4 would have better remained within 

the separate Forestry Rights Act.  

 

Suggested improvement: Soil sequestration should not be recognised under the Act unless and until soil carbon 

sequestration potential is better understood and tested. The Act should also prevent parties from clearing native vegetation to 

plant vegetation for carbon offset purposes and put an onus on parties to consider biodiversity outcomes. 
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Use of Crown land for carbon sequestration 

 

The Act sets up a scheme for carbon sequestration and soil sequestration on Crown land (Part 5). This Part applies to Crown 

land including land subject to a lease. The government can declare specific land or classes of land to be available for 

sequestration, and/or invite expressions of interest for use or development of Crown land for sequestration. This would allow 

the government to assign (sell) carbon rights on Crown land to individuals or companies who want to purchase carbon offsets, 

or who operate as a provider of carbon offsets. 

 

The Environment Minister must first be satisfied that the land is suitable for sequestration and that the use is not contrary to 

the public interest (s 42).  The Act states that these provisions do not affect any native title rights over the land (s 41). 

 

For any Crown land that is being used for sequestration purposes, the Secretary of the Department of Sustainability and 

Environment (DSE) will be responsible for managing the land for the purposes of carbon sequestration. 

 

There are slight differences in management for Crown land that is not currently managed or controlled by another public body 

or subject to a lease versus Crown land that is currently controlled by another body or lessee: 

 Land with no other manager/entitlement holder: once a declaration has been made that the land is available for 

sequestration, the Secretary of DSE manages the land for the purposes of carbon sequestration (ss 42(1)(a) and 

43(1) and 45(1)(b)). 

 Land that already has another manager/entitlement holder: if managed by another public body, the public body will 

need to agree to transfer the control and management of the forest produce (trees and soil) to the Secretary of DSE 

before it can be used for sequestration (ss42(1)(b) and 42(3) and 43(2)). The ownership of the carbon will also be 

subject to the Act under which the land is managed or the lease/licence that applies to the land (s 44(3)). 

 

Carbon Sequestration Agreements 

 

Carbon Sequestration Agreements are the instrument that will grant carbon rights to another person and set out how the land 

and vegetation will be managed and by whom. It can authorise a person to access the land, plant and maintain vegetation on 

land for sequestration purposes, control and exploit carbon sequestered on the land, and harvest the vegetation. Agreements 

can also provide for the 'orderly planning' of the land such as responsibility for fire management, water allocation, biodiversity 

conservation and mineral resource development (s 49). 

 

The Secretary can enter into a Carbon Sequestration Agreement for any Crown land which is subject to a 'relevant Act', OR 

which has been declared to be available for sequestration under this Act (s45). Relevant Acts are:  

 Crown Land Reserves Act 

 Forests Act 

 Land Act 

 National Parks Act 

 Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act 

 Victorian Plantations Corporation Act. 

 

There are a number of matters the Secretary must have regard to before entering into an Agreement such as desirability of 

preserving other legitimate uses of the land, maximising the value of Crown land, and the interests of indigenous groups 

(s 52). 

 

For reserved Crown land, an Agreement can only be entered into if the use of the land for carbon sequestration ‘would not be 

inconsistent’ with the purpose it was reserved for (s 45). For land subject to a lease or licence, the lessee or licensee must 
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consent to the Agreement (s 51). Agreements must not be inconsistent with any 'relevant law' (see above list) including 

requirements for environment protection, native title and cultural heritage.  

 

A proponent of an Agreement must publish notice of a proposed Agreement in the Gazette and give written notice to certain 

relevant bodies such as relevant public authorities and land managers. The Secretary must put a notice in the Gazette of any 

finalised agreement and must maintain a public register of Agreements (ss 54 and 56). 

 

As the Secretary is responsible for fire management on all Crown land, the Secretary can compel any person to carry out fire 

management on land subject to an agreement (s 58). 

 

Agreements can be enforced under the enforcement provisions of the Conservation Forests and Land Act. 

 

As this is a new scheme, it is not clear how the government intends to operate it in practice. In response to concerns raised 

by environment groups, the Environment Minister, in debate in the Upper House, stated that there would be an initial pilot-

scale use of the framework in consultation with stakeholders. The Government also agreed to develop a Carbon Sequestration 

and Biodiversity Code as proposed by environment groups, which would ensure that the management Crown land for carbon 

sequestration purposes would also have a positive impact on biodiversity, rather than a detrimental impact. Further detail on 

the implementation of this Part would be outlined in a ‘climate change whitepaper implementation plan’ yet to be developed.   

 

Problem: Part 5 of the Act allows the government to sell or assign rights to carbon offsets on vegetation and soil on Crown 

land to any person. It will allow the government to hand management of the Crown land to a private entity to manage for 

carbon sequestration purposes. Although reserved land must continue to be managed in a way that is ‘not inconsistent’ with 

its reserve purpose, there are no requirements in the Act for the government to optimise biodiversity outcomes. The 

Government has said it will develop a Carbon Sequestration and Biodiversity Code however this has not yet been developed 

and it is not known whether this will be binding or merely a non-binding guidance document. In addition the Government has 

made no commitments in relation to any revenue raised from the sale of carbon rights to private entities. 

 

As noted in the forestry rights part above, legal recognition of soil carbon as an offset option is problematic at this stage. 

 

Suggested improvement: Part 5 should be amended to require the government to only assign carbon rights to private 

entities where it would not negatively impact on biodiversity, and prevent the government from entering into a carbon rights 

agreement unless it meets biodiversity protection standards. Whether the Act is amended or not, the Government should 

develop a Carbon Rights and Biodiversity Code under the Conservation Forests and Land Act 1987 to establish principles for 

good biodiversity and carbon rights management and to maximise biodiversity outcomes.  It should be a condition of all 

Carbon Sequestration Agreements to comply with the code. All revenue generated from the sale of carbon rights on Crown 

land should go into a fund to be used for biodiversity outcomes on Crown land. 

 

As noted under the forestry rights part above, soil carbon should not be legally recognised as an offset option until it is more 

certain. 

 

Climate Covenants and climate communities funding 

 

Climate Covenants 

 

The Act sets up a new kind of agreement call a 'Climate Covenant' which any person can enter into with the Government to 

facilitate action on climate change (s 69). The Premier or Environment Minister can become signatories to a Climate Covenant 

with any person or body. The Covenants will not be legally binding on parties. Covenants have to be consistent with the 
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Climate Change Act and must require outcomes that exceed what is already required by law.  All Covenants must be 

published on the DSE website. 

 

Climate communities funding 

 

The Environment Protection Fund is a fund currently set up under the Environment Protection Act. A subset of this fund is the 

sustainability fund. Money from levies on pollution licences, landfill levies, and various other money collected under the 

Environment Protection Act, are paid into the fund. Money can be paid out of the fund for environment protection and waste 

management.   

 

The Act will amend the Environment Protection Act to transform the sustainability fund to the Climate Communities Fund 

Account (s 70). Money in the fund can be used to foster community action on emission reduction or adaptation in addition to 

the current uses. 

 

Review of Act 

 

An independent review of the Act must be conducted after five years (by 31 December 2015) (s 18).  It can include 

recommendations to amend the Act.   

 

If a National Emissions Trading Scheme is introduced by the Commonwealth Government, the Environment Minister must 

review the Climate Change Act to ensure there is no inconsistency (s 19). 

 

OTHER RELEVANT INITIATIVES 

 

The Climate Change White Paper states that: 

 

 The Government will set up a ‘Green Door'; to make it easier for low-emission power generation projects to get their 

planning and works approvals. It will be a one-stop shop for energy projects that meet a low-emission threshold of 

0.5t CO2/MHh. Applications larger than 30MW are likely to be identified as 'State Significant' – under the proposed 

changes to the Planning and Environment Act 1987 any project declared as State Significant will have a streamlined 

planning approvals process. The White Paper states that this will apply if the project commits to applying good 

practice consultation principles with local communities. 

 The wind and solar atlases (which identify areas that would be suitable for wind and solar power generation) will be 

updated to include information on risks and opportunities including biodiversity, landscape and heritage values, and 

population. 

 



ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT DEFENDERS OFFICE (VICTORIA) LTD 

 

The Environment Defenders Office (Victoria) Ltd (‘EDO’) is a community legal centre specialising in public interest planning 

and environment law. Our mission is to support, empower and advocate for individuals and groups in Victoria who want to use 

the law and legal system to protect the environment. We are dedicated to a community that values and protects a healthy 

environment and support this vision through the provision of information, advocacy and advice.  

 

In addition to Victorian-based activities, the EDO is a member of a national network of EDOs working collectively to protect 

Australia’s environment through public interest environmental law. 

 

For further information contact: 

Environment Defenders Office (Vic) Ltd 

Phone:  03 8341 3100 (Melbourne metropolitan area) 

 1300 EDOVIC  (1300 336842) (Local call cost for callers outside Melbourne metropolitan area) 

Fax:  03 8341 3111 

E-mail:  edovic@edo.org.au 

Website:  www.edo.org.au/edovic  

Post:  PO Box 12123, A’Beckett Street VIC 8006 

Address:  Level 3, the 60L Green Building, 60 Leicester Street, Carlton 

 

 

SEEK LEGAL ADVICE REGARDING SPECIFIC CASES 

While all care has been taken in preparing this paper, it is not a substitute for legal advice in individual cases. 

For any specific questions, seek legal advice. 

 

Publication date: September 2010  
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